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(54) Bi-directional optical communications subscriber transmission system using a single 
wavelength 



(57) With regard to an optical communications sys- 
tem, in a system using a single optical fiber cable 
between subscribers and an exchange and in which bi- 
directional transmission is performed using the same 
i .3-nm wavelength, the exchange-to-subscriber signal is 
a high-speed, wideband signal which is bandwidth lim- 



ited by means of a lowpass filter, and the subscriber-to- 
exchange signal is a carrier having a frequency higher 
than the upper limit of the exchange-to-subscriber signal 
and which is modulated with a low-speed, narrowband 
signal. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 The present invention relates to an optical communications system, and more specifically to an optical communi- 
cations system in which an exchange and a subscriber are linked via an optical fiber cable, with a single wavelength of 
1.3 pm being used for bi-directional communications and a wideband signal being transmitted to the subscriber. 

A known system tor using an optical fiber cable to transmit a wideband signal to a subscriber is the WDM (wavelength 
division multiplexing) system, in which wavelength multiplexing is done of a 1.55-iim video FDM signal and a 1.3-^m 

10 low-speed data bi-directional burst-multiplexed signal. 

In the WDM system of the past, a multichannel video frequency division multiplexed (FDM) signal is converted at 
the exchange to a 1 55-jim optical signal using an electrical-optical converter, this optical signal passing through an 
optical mixer/divider and then output to the optical transmission path. At the subscriber side, the 1 .55-^m optical signal 
from the optical transmission path is separated using an optical mixer/divider, after which it is restored to a video signal 

is by means of an optical-electrical converter. 

Low-speed signals such as voice or low-speed data are used for bi-directional communications between the 
exchange and the subscriber, and in these communications, systems such as TCM (time compression multiplexing), 
which performs time switching between transmission and reception, are used. Specifically, during the period of trans- 
mission from the exchange, the low-speed signal is converted to a 1.3-um optical signal using an electrical-optical con- 

so verter, this passing through an optical coupler, and then through an optical mixer/divider, at which it is wavelength 
multiplexed with the above-noted 1 .55-nm video optical signal (thereby becoming a 1 .3 urn + 1 .55 jim signal), this signal 
being then output to the optical fiber transmission path. At the subscriber side, this multiplexed signal is separated into 
the 1 .3-fim and 1 .55-jim optical signals using an optical mixer/divider, the above-noted 1 .3-jim optical signal being 
restored to a low-speed signal by means of an optical-electrical converter. 

25 On the reverse side, during the receiving period of the exchange, that is, during the period in which the subscriber 
is transmitting, the low-speed signal at the subscriber is converted at the subscriber to a 1 .3-um optical signal, using an 
electrical -optical converter, this optical signal passing through an optical coupler and fed to an optical mixer/divider, the 
multiplexed output of which (1 .3 u,m + 1 .55 \im) being output to a single optical f toer transmission path. At the exchange, 
the above-noted multiplexed signal is separated into a 1 .3-um optical signal and a 1 55-jim optical signal using an optical 

30 mixer/divider, the 1 .3-um optical signal being fed via an optical coupler to an optical-electrical converter, which restores 
it to the original low-speed signal. 

In this manner, with regard to the low-speed signal, bi-directional communications are performed by alternately 
switching between transmission and reception between the exchange and the subscriber. By using optical mixer/dividers 
the low-speed signal is either mixed with or separated from the high-speed signal such as the above-noted video signal. 

35 to enable signal transmission without mutual interference between the two signals. 

However, in the above-described system, in order to perform wavelength division multiplexing of the video signal 
and a low-speed signal, it is necessary to have two types of optical components, those for 1 .55 um and those for 1 .3 
jim, and it is further necessary to have optical mixer/dividers for the purpose of mixing and separating these signals. In 
addition, it is necessary to have a circuit device for the purpose of time division multiplexing of transmission and reception 

40 of the low-speed signal, these hardware requirements making this past system costly and complex. 

In addition, with regard to the subscriber signal, while there is a desire to have wideband signals such as video 
signals sent from the exchange to the subscrtoer, in the reverse direction, the signal from the subscriber to the exchange 
is a low-speed, narrowband signal, such as request signals and telephone signals, and it is necessary to consider the 
extremely asymmetrical nature of this system, in terms of signal transmission direction. 

45 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In consideration of the above-described problems, an object of the present invention is to achieve bi-directional 
communications using a single wavelength, thereby achieving a system that is simple and low cost. 
so Another object of the present invention is, by means of appropriating assignment bandwidths to the path from the 
exchange to the subscriber and the path from the subscriber to the exchange, to actually take advantage of the above- 
noted asymmetry of transmission direction to achieve efficient bi-directional signal transmission. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to achieve a further reduction of cost and complexity of the system, 
by. for example, making use of signals used in current systems for the subsaiber-to-exchange signal and the exchange- 
55 to-subscriber signal, thereby enabling sharing of hardware with current systems. 

According to the present invention, an optical communications system performing single-wavelength bi-directional 
communications is provided, in which the exchange and a subscriber are linked by a single optical fiber cable, a high- 
speed, wideband signal, the bandwidth of which is limited by a lowpass filter, is used as the exchange-to-subscriber 
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signal. For the subscriber-to-exchange signal, a carrier of a frequency higher than the upper limit of the above-noted 
exchange-to-subscriber signal is modulated by the low-speed, narrowband signal. 

As the above-noted exchange-to-subscriber signal, an ITU standard STM-1 (155.52 MB/s) or STM-4 (622.08 Mb/s) 
signal is used, and as the carrier of the subscriber-to-exchange signal, the 800-MHz mobile telephone band, the 1 .5- 
5 GHz band, or the Personal Handy Phone 1 .9-GHz band is used. 

In addition, as the exchange-to-subscriber signal, an FDM signal of a number of carriers modulated with a video 
signal and a number of carriers modulated by low-speed signals assigned to individual subscribers are used, and as 
the subscriber-to-exchange signal, the 800-MHz mobile telephone band, the 1.5-GHz band, or the Personal Handy 
Phone 1 .9-QHz band is used. 

10 According to the present invention, a bidirectional optical communications subscrtoer transmission system using 
a single wavelength is provided, in which with respect to a passive double star (PDS) system using optical splitters to 
link the exchange and subscribers, and also with respect to a single star (SS) system using one-to-one links between 
the exchange and subscribers, the 1st BS (broadcast satellite) intermediate frequency of 1.3 GHz is used as the 
exchange-to-subscriber carrier, and the Personal Handy Phone 1.9-GHz band is used as the subscriber-to-exchange 

15 carrier, the subscriber-to-exchange signal being used for channel selection of the exchange-to-subscriber video signal. 
According to the present invention, is desirable to prevent crosstalk between the exchange-to-subscriber signal and 
the subscriber-to-exchange signal which use one and the same wavelength to perform bi-directional communications 
between the exchange and a subscriber. In the present invention, this is taken into consideration, a high-speed, wideband 
signal which is bandwidth-limited by means of a lowpass fitter being used as the subscriber-to-exchange signal, and a 

20 signal consisting of a carrier of a frequency higher than the upper limit of the bandwidth of the exchange-to-subscriber 
signal, modulated by a low-speed, narrowband signal being used for the subscriber-to-exchange signal. 

According to this system, because the bands used by the exchange-to-subscriber signal and the subscriber-to- 
exchange signal are separated from one another, the above-noted crosstalk problem is solved. And by assigning a high- 
speed, wideband signal to the exchange-to-subscriber signal and a low-speed, narrowband signal to the subscriber-to* 

25 exchange signal, the actual needs of the subscriber side are satisfied. By doing this, it is possible to assign subscriber- 
to exchange signal carrier frequencies to each user in the case of the passive double star (PDS) system, as well, this 
system being one in which optical splitters are use to link an exchange with a number of subscribers. 

In addition, according to this system, it is possible to use as is the signals employed in existing communications 
systems such as mobile telephone and CATV systems, thereby enabling utilization of communications equipment and 

30 transmitter and receivers for those system with the system of the present invention. By doing this, the system of the 
present invention is not only simplified, but also provides a reduction in cost. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

35 The present invention will be more clearly understood from the descriptions as set forth below, with reference to the 
following accompanying drawings. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the configuration of the general configuration of a WDM system. 
FIG. 2 is a block diagram which shows the basic configuration of a bi-directional optical communications subscriber 
transmission system using a single wavelength according to the present invention. 
40 FIG. 3 is a drawing which shows an example of the frequency positions of the exchange-to-subscriber and sub- 
scriber-to-exchange signals for the system shown in FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 shows an embodiment of a bi-directional optical communications subscriber transmission system using a 
single wavelength according to the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a drawing which shows an example of the frequency positions in the embodiment shown in FIG. 4. 
45 FIG. 6 shows an embodiment of the present invention as applied to a passive double star (PDS) system. 

FIG. 7 is a drawing which shows an example of the frequency positions in the embodiment shown in FIG. 6. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

so Before describing the preferred embodiments according to the present invention, examples of the related art are 
provided, with reference made to FIG. 1 . 

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of the general configuration of the WDM system. 

In FIG. 1. at the exchange side a frequency division multiplexed (FDM) multichannel video signal is converted by 
means of an electrical-optical converter (E/O) 70 to a 1 .55-jim optical signal, this optical signal passing through an 
55 optical mixer/divider (WDM) 66. after which it is output to the optical ffcer transmission path. At the subscriber side, the 
above-noted 1 55-nm optical signal from the optical fiber transmission path is separated by an optical mixer/divider 
(WDM) 65. this being converted to the original video signal by means of the optical-electrical converter (O/E) 63. 

The tow-$peed voice or low-speed data signal is used in bi-directional communications between the exchange and 
the subscriber. TCM (time compression multiplexing) being used to perform time switching between transmission and 
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reception. That is. during the period of transmission from the exchange, the low-speed signal is converted to a 1 .3-j*m 
optical signal by means of an electrical-optical converter 68, this optical signal being passed through the optical coupler 
67. and then being wavelength multiplexed with the above-noted 1.55-um video signal at the optical mixer/divider 66, 
the resulting (1.3 \im + 1.55 um) signal being output to the optical fiber transmission path. At the subscriber side, the 
5 multiplexed signal is separated by means of the optical mixer/divider 65 into the 1 optical signal and the 1 .55-um 
optical signal, the 1 .3-um optical signal being restored to the original low-speed signal by means of the optical-electrical 
converter 62. 

In the reverse direction, in the period during which the exchange is receiving, that is, the period during which the 
subscriber is transmitting, at the subscriber the low-speed signal from the subscriber is converted to a 1 .3-^im optical 

w signal by means of the electrical-optical converter 61 , this signal passing though the optical coupler 64 and being fed 
to the optical mixer/divider 65, at which it is wavelength division multiplexed, resulting in an (1 .3 um + 1.55 um) optical 
signal which is output to the single optical fiber transmission path. At the exchange, this multiplexed signal is separated 
by means of the optical mixer/divider 66 into the 1.3-um and i.5-|im optical signals, the 1.3-um optical signal being 
restored to the original low-speed signal by means of the optical-electrical converter 69. 

is In this manner, bi-directional communications between the exchange and the subscriber with respect to the low- 
speed signal are performed by performing time switching between transmission and reception. By using optical 
mixer/dividers this low-speed signal is either mixed with or separated from the high-speed signal such as the above- 
noted video signal, to enable signal transmission without mutual interference between the two signals. 

However, in the above-described system, in order to perform wavelength division multiplexing of the video signal 

20 and a low-speed signal, it is necessary to have two types of optical components, those for 1 .55 fim and those for 1 .3 
um, and it is further necessary to have optical mixer/divrders for the purpose of mixing and separating these signals. In 
addition, it is necessary to have a circuit device for the purpose of time division multiplexing of transmission and reception 
of the low-speed signal, these hardware requirements making this prior art system costly and complex. 

In addition, with regard to the subscriber signal, while there is a desire to have wideband signals such as video 

25 signals sent from the exchange to the subscriber, in the reverse direction, the signal from the subscriber to the exchange 
is a low-speed, narrowband signal, such as request signals and telephone signals, and it is necessary to consider the 
extremely asymmetrical nature of this system, in terms of signal transmission direction. 

FIG. 2 shows the basic configuration of a bi-directional optical communications subscriber transmission system 
using a single wavelength according to the present invention. 

30 In FIG. 2, at the exchange a high-speed, wideband signal such as a video signal is bandwidth limited by means of 
the lowpass filter 12, and then converted to an optical signal of. for example, 1 .3 um by a electrical-optical converter 13. 
The resulting optical signal output passes through the optical coupler 14 and is transmitted via a single optical fiber 
transmission path 10. 

At the subscriber side, the optical signal from the exchange which is received via the transmission path 10 and 
35 passes through optical coupler 4 is fed to optical-electrical converter 3, at which it is converted to an electrical signal. 
This electrical signal "is also passed through the lowpass filter 2 for the purpose eliminating the subscriber-to-exchange 
signal component on the transmission path 1 0 which modulates the high-frequency carrier with a low-speed, narrowband 
signal, thereby restoring this signal to the original high-speed, wideband signal 1. 

With regard to the subscriber-to-exchange signal, at the subscriber side a carrier output 7, having a frequency higher 
40 than the above-noted high-speed, wideband signal is modulated by a low-speed, narrowband signal 5 such as a voice 
or low-speed data signal by means of mixer 6. This modulated output is then passed through the highpass filter 8 to 
separate it distinctly from the above-noted high-speed, wideband signal, after which it is converted to a 1 .3-um optical 
signal, having the same wavelength as the above-described exchange-to-subscriber signal, by the electrical-optical 
converter 9. This optical output signal is then passed through the optical coupler 4 and transmitted over the same optical 
45 fiber transmission path 1 0 as the exchange-to-subscrker signal. 

At the exchange side, the optical signal transmitted from the exchange via the transmission path 10 is passed 
through the optical coupler 14, after which it is fed to the optical-electrical converter 1 9, which converts this optical signal 
to an electrical signal. In order to eliminate the above-noted high-speed, wideband signal component from this electrical 
signal, the signal is passed through the highpass filter 18, after which it is mixed at mixer 1 7 with the same carrier as at 
so the subscriber side, thereby restoring the signal to the original low-speed, narrowband signal 1 5. 

FIG. 3 shows an example of the frequency positions for the exchange-to-subscriber and subscriber-to-exchange 
signals for the system shown in FIG. 2. 

In FIG. 3, an ITU standard STM-4 (622.08 Mb/s) high-speed data signal, passed through a lowpass filter for band- 
width limiting, is shown as the exchange-to-subscriber signal. As the subscriber-to-exchange signal, a low-speed, nar- 
55 rowband signal such as a high-frequency (1 .9-GHz Personal Handy Phone band) carrier QPSK modulated with a low- 
speed data signal is shown. 

It is also possible to use an ITU standard STM-1 (1 55.52 Mb/s) signal or a signal in the 800-MHz or 1 .5-GHz digital 
mobile telephone band as the exchange-to-subscriber signal. 
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FIG. 4 shows an embodiment of a bi-directional optica) communications subscriber transmission system using a 
single wavelength according to the present invention. This embodiment shows the example of a single-star (SS) system, 
in which there is a one-to-one link between subscribers and the exchange. 

In FIG. 4, a 1 .3 -GHz band BS (broadcast satellite) video signal is used as is as the high-speed, wideband exchange- 
5 to-subscriber signal. That is, the video signal received by the antenna 38, after receive level, etc., adjustments at the 
receiving interface (INF) 35. is processed in exactly the same manner as shown in FIG. 2, this signal being output to 
the subscriber as the high-speed, wideband signal . Because this output signal is the video signal received by the antenna, 
it can be directly input to a commercially available BS tuner 22, and displayed on the screen of a television receiver 21 . 
At the exchange side, separate from the above-noted video signal received from the satellite, a dedicated video 
io source 41 is provided, a 1 .3G modulator (1 .3GMOD) 39 being used to convert the video signal from the video source 
41 to the same 1 .3-GHz band video signal as the broadcast satellite, this signal being inserted into channels which are 
not occupied in the broadcast satellite signal. 

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 4, the low-speed, narrowband subscrtoer-to-exchange signal is used for selection 
of the video signal or selection of the video channel from the above-noted video source. That is, an operation performed 
is by the remote control unit 26 is received by the receiver 27, this being converted to a frequency in the 1 .9-GHz band by 
the 1 .93 modulator (1 .9GMOD) 28 installed at the subscriber side. The modulation of a 1 .9-GHz carrier and subsequent 
processing are the same as described with regard to FIG. 2. At the exchange, a 1.9G demodulator (1.9GDEM) 40 
performs demodulation to restore the original selection signal (low-speed, narrowband signal). The above-noted selec- 
tion signal is applied to the video source 41 , which outputs the selected video signal. The 1 .9-GHz modulator 28 installed 
20 at the subscriber side can be the same as that used in a Personal Handy Phone. 

FIG. 5 shows an example of the frequency positions in the embodiment shown in FIG. 4. 

In FIG. 5, the example shown is that of a single or multiple FM modulated carriers in the 1 .3-GHz band, which is 
the first broadcast satellite intermediate frequency used as the exchange-to-subscriber signal, and a 1 .9-GHz Personal 
Handy Phone band carrier OPSK modulated with a low-speed data signal used as the subscriber-to-exchange signal. 
25 In the above-described embodiment, it is possible to select the exchange-to-subscriber video signal or video signal 
channel by means of the subscriber-to-exchange signal. 

FIG. 6 shows an embodiment of the present invention as applied to a passive double star (PDS) system. 

In FIG. 6. in the PDS system, a single optical fiber cable transmission path connected to the exchange 54 is con- 
nected via optical coupler 53 to a number of subscribers 1 to n. With regard to the exchange-to-subscriber signals from 
30 exchange 54. video signals receivable on the television receivers 50 1 to 50 n of each of the subscribers and voiceband 
frequencies corresponding to telephones 51 ^ to 51 n of each of the subscribers are assigned. In the reverse direction, 
carrier frequencies (f 1 to fn) are assigned for sending a signal to the exchange at the time of subscription. 

A more detailed block configuration would include elements that are the same as shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 4, and 
is therefore not presented herein. In the case of this embodiment, in addition to the video signals, it is possible to use 
35 the telephones of each of the subscribers via cables. 

FIG. 7 shows an example of frequency positions for the above-noted embodiment. 

In FIG. 7, the example shown is that of an exchange-to-subscriber signal consisting of a number of carriers modu- 
lated, for example, by FM or QAM video signals, and a FDM signal consisting of a number of earners assigned to each 
subscriber and modulated with low-speed signals by, for example. QPSK. The upper limit of the carrier frequencies is 
40 lower than the subscriber-to-exchange signal frequency. 

Additionally, in this example, the subscriber-to-exchange signals are carriers in the 800-MHz or 1 .5-GHz digital 
mobile telephone band or 1 .9-GHz Personal Handy Phone band, modulated with a tow-speed data signal by, for example, 
QPSK. 

As described above, according to the present invention, it is possible to achieve bi-directional communications using 
45 a single wavelength, which results in a simplification of the system and a reduction in cost. 

Additionally, by judiciously assigning frequency bands individually to for the exchange-to-subscriber signals and the 
subscriber-to-exchange signals, the present invention takes advantage of the transmission direction asymmetry of the 
above signals, thereby achieving highly efficient bi-directional signal transmission. 

Furthermore, by using the signals being used in current communications systems as the exchange-to-subscrfoer 
so and subscriber-to-exchange signals, the present invention enables hardware sharing with those system, thereby pro- 
viding a simplification and cost reduction in configuring a system. 

Claims 

55 1 . A bi-directional optical communications subscriber transmission system using a single wavelength and an optical 
fiber cable, wherein high-speed, wideband signal which is bandwidth limited by a lowpass filter is used as an 
exchange-to-subscriber signal, and wherein a carrier having a frequency higher than the upper limit of said 
exchange-to-subscriber and modulated by a low-speed, narrowband signal is used as the subscriber-to-exchange 
signal. 
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Z A bi-directional optical communications subscriber transmission system using a single wavelength according to 
claim 1 , wherein in a passive double star system, in which optical splitters are used to link subscribers to an exchange, 
carrier subscriber-to-exchange signal carrier frequencies are assigned to each of the subscribers. 

5 3. A bi-directional optical communications subscriber transmission system using a single wavelength according to 
claim 1 . wherein the signal used as said exchange-to-subscriber signal is either an FDM signal comprising a plurality 
of carriers modulated with ITU standard STM-1, STM-4, and video signals and a plurality of carriers assigned to 
individual subscribers and modulated with low-speed signals. 

io 4. A bi-directional optical communications subscriber transmission system using a single wavelength according to 
claim 1 , wherein the carrier of said subscrtoer-to-exchange signal is in the 800-MHz or 1.5-GHz digital mobile tel- 
ephone band or the 1.9-GHz Personal Handy Phone band. 

5. A bi-directional optical communications subscriber transmission system using a single wavelength according to 
is claim 1 , wherein an ITU standard STM-1 (155.52 Mb/s) or STM-4 (622.08 Mb/s) signal is used as said exchange- 
to-subscriber signal, and wherein the carrier of said subscriber-to-exchange signal is in the 800 -MHz or 1.5-GHz 
digital mobile telephone band or the 1.9-GHz Personal Handy Phone band. 

6. A bi-directional optical communications subscriber transmission system using a single wavelength according to 
20 claim 1 , wherein said exchange-to-subscriber signal is an FDM signal comprising a plurality of carriers modulated 

with video signals and a plurality of carriers assigned to each said subscriber and modulated with lew-speed signals, 
and wherein the carrier of said subscriber-to-exchange signal is in the 800-MHz or 1 .5-GHz digital mobile telephone 
band or the 1 .9-GHz Personal Handy Phone band. 

A bi-directional optical communications subscriber transmission system using a single wavelength according to 
claim 1 , wherein with respect to a single star system, in which a one-to-one link exists between subscribers and an 
exchange, the 1.3 -GHz band, which is the first broadcast satellite intermediate frequency, is used for the carrier of 
said exchange-to-subscriber signal, wherein the 1 .9-GHz Personal Handy Phone band is used for the carrier of the 
subscriber-to-exchange signal, and further wherein selection of the exchange-to-subscriber video signal channel 
is performed by said subscriber-to-exchange signal. 
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Fig. 3 



f 



EXCHANGE-TO 
-SUBSCRIBE R 

622Mb/s 
DATA SIGNAL" 



622MHz 



SUBSCRIBER-TO 
-EXCHANGE 

QPSK SIGNAL 



II 

LL 



!! 

J_L 



/ FOR EACH \ 
I SUBSCRIBER] 



1.9GHz f 



9 



EP 0 690 591 A1 



8- 





33«nos 




03QIA 


o 


Q 




CO 


O 


CD LU 




z 

I 





o 




10 

BNSDOCID: <EP 0690591A1 J_> 



EP 0 690 591 A1 



F i g. 5 



EXCHANGE-TO 
-SUBSCRIBER 



SUBSCRIBER-TO 
-EXCHANGE 



FM VIDEO 
MULT I CHANNEL CARRIER 

(1ST BS IF) QPSK SIGNAL 



1.3GHz 1.9GHz f 



Fig. 6 



50i 

J_ SUBSCRIBER 1 



50, 51 

T SUBSCRIBER 2 

1 ' f 2 




) SUBSCRIBER n 




52n 



53 
L 




54 

EXCHANGE/ 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0690591 A 1 _l_> 



11 



EP 0 690 591 A1 



Fig. 7 
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